An approach to the historical evolution of surgical operations for the treatment of gastroesophageal reflux.
There exists great confusion concerning the different techniques for the treatment of gastroesophageal reflux. For instance, we apply the term fundoplication to different operations that often have nothing to do with the original description, and there is a serious lack of knowledge of the historical origins of many of these operations. This analysis is the result of a large review of the operations, and of the original papers as they were published.